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COMEDY

Robbo: Dave mate! From that 
Impropera show, right!? 
David: Yep. So, you came to see 
our last show?
Robbo: Nah mate, Champions 
League semi-!nal !rst leg was on.  
David: On a Thursday? I thought 
they played on a Wednesday? 
Robbo: Erm, yeah. There was a lot 
of injury time... okay I didn’t come 
along cos the missus said I’d only 
embarrass myself. 
David: Nonsense. You know more 
classical music than you think, 
you know. You could probably 
hum a bit of Mozart without 
knowing it’s his. The odd bit of  
a sonata.
Robbo: Oh now I do love Ol’ Blue 
Eyes. ‘Fly me to the Moon!’
David: Sonata. Sonata.
Robbo: Oh yeah them Hyundais 

are good apparently. 
David: Sonata is from the Latin 
and Italian sonare, meaning  
‘to sound’. 
Robbo: According to who? You?
David: Yes. And Wikipedia.
Robbo: Thought so. 
David: You’ve heard of a 
fugue though? 
Robbo: A long-standing 
grudge between two parties, 
o"en within families...?
David: Cantata?
Robbo: French footballer 
turned actor. 
David: Your wife might’ve been 
right.  
Robbo: Look, Dave, I know what 
I like, me, and mainly that’s footy, 
pie and beer. I guess for you 
that’d be opera, linguine and 
cabernet sauvignon. 

David: Châteauneuf Du Pape but 
I take your point. 
Robbo: The only time footy and 
opera have ever mixed was when 
Pavarotti sang that tune for the 
1990 World Cup. 
David: Nessun dorma. 
Robbo: Well, whoever sang it, 
Pavarotti, Dorma, I don’t care.
David: Did you like it? 
Robbo: Well, yeah, but it gave you 
that feeling of the ball leaving the 
foot and heading unstoppably 
into the top right-hand corner 
with a goalie flailing away at it 
helplessly. 
David: That’s what a great melody 
can do. I suppose that’s what’s 
known as a great score. 
Robbo: Hmm. So when you on 
again? 
David: July 7.  All made up, you 
know. Never the same show 
twice! Every night’s a premiere! 
And this one’s got a barbecue!  
Robbo: They’ll need me on that. 
David: Later in the year, we’ve got 
the Oktoberfest…
Robbo: Now that’s German for 
beer, right? 
David: That may be a theme, yes 
– and we’ve got a big Christmas 
special in December. 
Robbo: Hallelujah! And I’ll come 
out of these shows humming 
some great tunes, will I?
David: Well to be honest we 
all still sing Susan Bisatt’s 
instantaneous aria ‘I’ve Been a 
Pony All My Life’. 
Robbo: You what? 
David: Susan was playing the 
part of a young horse... she 
was the faithful companion of... 
look, to be honest you had to 
be there. 
Robbo: Then be there I shall. I’ll 
have to be there for the next one. 
I mean to say there’s no footy in 
July, is there? 

O! With Their Heads!: 
Impropera 
 7 July Summer BBQ
6 October Oktoberfest
15 December Christmas Special
See Listings p52 and p75  
for details

David Pearl, artistic director of Impropera, talks to
Niall Ashdown’s mate, ex-BBC sports blogger and 
musical vacuum Robbo Robson.
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WHAT’S  
THE SCORE? 

Sunday a"ernoons will never be the same again. Each 
month this autumn, top musicians will perform spontaneous 
soundtracks to the world’s greatest silent !lms, as composer 
and cellist Philip Sheppard explains to Helen Wallace.

NOT SO SILENT MOVIES
There will be no rehearsals. None of the 
musicians will have watched the !lms in 
advance. Improvisation before a live audience 
will begin as the !lm rolls… there must be a 
catch somewhere? Who would want to put 
themselves through it? Well, it seems Dame 
Evelyn Glennie and Roger Eno do, along with 
Guy Pratt, Pip Eastop, David Le Page, Elspeth 
Hanson, Geo" Dugmore, Julian Thornton 
and Robin Millar, who will all make guest 
appearances at di"erent sessions. The !lms, 
to be shown on the !rst Sunday of the month, 
will include those of comic heroes Buster 
Keaton and Harold Lloyd. The atmosphere will 
be relaxed, club-like and my guess is there’ll 
be some very sophisticated mucking about.

Philip Sheppard, the engaging cellist and 
composer whose brainchild the project is, has 
something of track-record in collaboration, 
having worked with just about everyone from 
Jarvis Cocker, David Bowie and Scott Walker 
to Sylvie Guillem, Akram Khan and an array 
of classical music stars (he also !nds time to 
be a professor of cello at the Royal Academy 
of Music). He’s written award-winning !lm 
scores of his own, including In the Shadow 
of the Moon and Oscar-nominated feature 
Sergio. Familiar with exerting an intense level 
of control on those scores, how does he feel 
about letting it all go? ‘I love throwing caution 
to the wind and creating a spontaneous 
composition, and I have absolute con!dence 
that these musicians can pull it o". There’ll 
be as much slap-stick on stage as on screen; 
we get such a buzz from taking the risk with 
no safety net – it’s the adrenalin that makes 
it work, and when it’s over you can’t repeat 
it – it’s a one-o"!’

One senses that the bigger the challenge, 
the keener Sheppard is: he has, a#er all, 
just arranged and recorded all 205 national 
anthems of the world for the London 2012 
Olympics; next stop is a collaboration with 
astronauts based on the International Space 
Station. He’s also got his feet !rmly on the 
ground in terms of giving an audience a good 
time: ‘The great thing about Not So Silent 
Movies is that it will appeal to all ages, from 
kids to those who remember watching these 
!lms in their youth!’ 

Not So Silent Movies 
2 October, 6 November, 4 December  
See Listings p51, p63, p71 for details

22 SEPTEMBER 
Nathan Caton:  
Get Rich or Die Cryin’ 

29 SEPTEMBER 
Tom Price: Say When  
Joel Dommett: Neon Hero

6 OCTOBER 
Impropera’s Oktoberfest!

13 OCT / 10 NOV 
Peacock & Gamble 
Emergency Broadcast

20 OCT / 17 NOV 
Gong in 60 Seconds

27 OCTOBER 
Raybot

3 NOVEMBER 
Bethany Black’s  
Only Alternative

24 NOVEMBER 
Trevor Lock is  
‘Con!dent With Peanuts’

1 DECEMBER 
Abandoman & Friends

8 DECEMBER 
The Peacock & Gamble Overkill

15 DECEMBER 
Impropera’s Xmas Ding Dong!

Harold Lloyd in 
Safety Last (1923)

THURSDAYS, 8PM – HALL TWO
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